HUME CASTLE

It is sometimes said that the people of Hume lomkrdon everyone else. This, in a literal sense, is
undoubtedly true. The height of the hill on whitle Castle stands is given in geographical records
variously from 898 feet downwards, while we leaioni a stone tablet inserted near the west wall that
the base of the building is 742 feet above highewaark of sea at Berwick. Whatever may be the exact
height, we can, | think, without boasting, claimbi considerably above our neighbours.

For centuries the Castle has frowned in power aguity over the Mersey and a large portion of
Roxburghshire, and has been well-named from itseptd vantage the "Sentinel” of the former.

In early times it was an imposing and lofty struetuncreasing in strength and fortifications wtitie
wealth of its owners, the barons, but after themiwon of gunpowder it was allowed to go to ruin by
degrees. The present walls are comparatively motiaxming been erected less than 200 years ago by
the last Earl of Marchmont, and enclosed a mucHlsnmarea than the edifice from whose debris they
were built. These, during the proprietorship of #ihn Hume, Purves Hume Campbell, being
considered unsafe, were carefully cemented witiewa to preservation. The concrete used for this
purpose by no means added to the beauty of theal@deepile, and the repairing was even regarded by
some as an act of vandalism; there is a touch @dnsctious irony in the words of a youthful essayist
who, during the strengthening process, describdaig:--"Workmen are at present busy plastering up
the walls of Hume Castle, and, when they are feuslit will be as good as new!"

Traces of a former site can still be seen, padityitowards the southern slope, but the only partf
the original walls is that in the centre of thelesare now picturesquely smothered in ivy and a
veritable joy to juvenile picknickers in their gasnef "Hide and Seek." Watching these childish &®li
one becomes reminiscent, and ponders on the gnmegaf "Hide and Seek" played centuries ago on
the same spot, when two great nations strove faresoacy, and the stake was life or property.

The donjon or dungeon was situated towards théwwedt corner, and this included the well, which, so
far as tradition goes, is probably the most intémggtem of the subject.

It was during the beginning of the 13th centuryt the first read of the Castle and adjoining lands,
which were then given as a dowry to Ada, daught&valdeve, the 6th Earl of Dunbar, who married
her cousin William, son of Patrick of Greenlaw. Terldom of Dunbar at the time extended over a
very large part of the southern district, andotsls were powerful and wealthy. Ada's husband asdum
the name of Home, which has from that date urfeMayears ago been associated with the domain.
Thus the family of Home sprang from these renowlads of Dunbar.

The Castle achieved its greatest historical impaeaduring the next 200 years, and in 1513 a Lord
Home, jointly with Lord Huntly, led the left wingf the Scottish Army at Flodden, where, on thatftdte
field, he left many of his kinsmen lying amongst tfrloo’ers o' the Forest":--

"The Border slogan rent the sky!
'‘A Home,' 'A Gordon," was the cry."

There is a legend to the effect that, after théddgahe Earl of Home took possession of his Royal

master's body, had it conveyed secretly to his 8oséat, and thrown into the well. How many chitdre
familiar with this story locally from the days ofirsery rhymes, have peered into these dark depths,
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fondly imagining that the wonderful penance-beliNdoappear floating on the surface of the water! Si
Walter Scott refers to this legend in the lineSNtarmion™:--

"Nor to yon Border castle high

Look northward with upbraiding eye; Nor cherish Gap vain
That, journeying far on foreign strand,

The Royal Pilgrim to his land

May yet return again.”

On one of the author's many sojourns at Sandyknbevgisited the Castle, and, on asking the custodia
if he believed there was any truth in the storyaes IV.'s skeleton and his iron belt, that irciiai,

with characteristic Scottish caution, replied tifidhe well were emptied and cleaned out he "wadna
wunner" if these articles were found!

For generations, the fortress was alternatelyeniginds of the English or Scots according to the
strength of the invading or defending troops, drstémed to be the invariable custom of the vidimrs
burn down or otherwise destroy everything possible.

After the death of James IV., and during the regeri¢he Duke of Albany, Alexander, Lord Home,
was convicted of plotting to seize the person efitlfant King James V., and his estates were
confiscated. Subsequently, he was restored tcetpent's favour, but later during a sitting of Rarlent

in Edinburgh, was convicted of many crimes, andtpwteath in 1516. His numerous offices of great
importance were bestowed on persons outwith hisfawnly; all his titles and lands were for the next
six years vested in the Crown. But a kinsman, Hom&'edderburn, took fearful revenge. He captured
Anthony de la Bastie, who had been appointed toobtiee posts, viz., that of Warden of the Marches,
and slew him at Langton, near Duns. The victorofihis victim's head, tied it to his saddlebowthg
flowing locks, and seized both the castles of Hame Wedderburn, holding them in definance of the
Government. The gruesome trophy, the head, wabigathion the highest spikes of Hume's
battlements, so as to signal his triumph. In 1522title and lands were restored to George, otleeof
famous "seven spears of Wedderburn" and so théeGastsed into the hands of this collateral branch,
the first bearing the name of "David de Hum." Geotgy reasons of his turbulent spirits, suffered
various terms of imprisonment, and met his death skirmish preceding the battle of Pinkie (1547).

In this same year the Duke of Somerset, as Prateattacked the stronghold from Hardacreshill, veher
his army was encamped. After strong resistancedualy lHome, it was obliged to surrender, but the
following year it was recaptured by Alexander, #tle Earl, who put to death the entire English
garrison. A few years later, this same Earl siginedorder for the imprisonment of Queen Mary in
Lochleven Castle, and after her romantic escagech@00 followers to the Battle of Langside, where,
although he was severely wounded, he is said te hamed the fortune of the field. Later still, he
veered round, and became one of Mary's adhererdtsye hear of that ill-fated monarch enjoying his
hospitality while on her journey to the court of lseusin Elizabeth. En route she is said to haaseted
south by what is now, presumably in honour of tlogd® journey, called Queenscairn.

Once again, in 1650, the Castle was bombardedtinmésat close quarters, by Colonel Fenwick, under
Oliver Cromwell. In answer to an imperative summtmsurrender, the Governor, Sir Thomas
Cockburn, sent two missives, which have been clygiteserved as examples of how frolicking
humour sometimes bubbles up even in the tragedliwaro The first ran thus:--

Right Honourable,
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| have received a trumpeter of yours, as he telswithout a pass, to surrender Home Castle to
the Lord General Cromwell. Please you, | never gawr General. As for Home Castle, it stands
upon a rock. Given at Home Castle this day befevers o'clock. So resteth, without prejudice to
my native country.

Your most humble servant,
T. COCKBURN.

The second reply was expressed in the doggeresiwe#-known to all Border schoolboys, who often
are heard chanting them in ignorance of their tnigin:--

"I, Willie Wastle,

Stand firm in my castle;

And a' the dogs in your toun
Will no' pu' Willie Wastle doun."

The garrison, however, after the third volley ofniieck’'s cannon, readily surrendered, and in a very
short time Cromwell's Ironsides entered in triumph.

James, who was Earl during the civil war of the Gmmwealth, survived its perils, and after the
Restoration regained his possessions.

Another George of the Wedderburn family was takesoper at the Battle of Preston, and to be sold as
a slave. He was erroneously supposed to have diedwissue, but it was through his decendants tha
the Castle passed to the Marchmont family, who vaéthis period a wealthier and more influential
branch than the main stock; but in 1794 that eanldecame extinct, and since then the property has
known many vicissitudes. It has long been disassedifrom the direct line of that illustrious anubie
family who for generations ruled over the Mersdribaded monarch, and took a conspicuous part in
guiding the destiny of the nation. The name andib#o -- "True to the End" -- are the only sumiyi
links with a glorious and renowned past. Long ntegytprevail!

Occasionally visitors make enquiries as to the mldat many other fortresses there was no moas as i
generally understood by that term. Standing, howeareany of the rocky heights near by, and viewing
such old-time obstacles as Gordon Moss, Lurgie L&kenlaw Moor, and the Mires, one can almost
read that in early days there was "no road thisnakiile on the south side Lambden Burn is said to
have had much larger proportions than at presém .King's Ford at Hume M111 is, perhaps, the only
one now distinguishable of the various fords orcasrse.

The artillery of the Castle was used for the lasetduring the '45 Rebellion, when a body of rebel
troops was marching towards Kelso, and at the tgpfehat town the cannon lent its aid in arregtin
the advance. After this date the building was weed signalling station, figuring prominently ireth
False Alarm of 1804.

The accounts of that stirring and thrilling time anany and varied. The following information
regarding the part played by Hume in the AlarmI@sn gleaned from stories of that period as told by
present-day descendant of Sergeant Tait, who vesssithcharge of the Castle:--Instructions had been
given to the custodian to light his beacon immesdyalhe observed the signal on Derrington Law.
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Mistaking a light somewhere in the vicinity of tHagight for the expected one, he forthwith appaed
torch to his own pile. Then, seeing Derrington Uaaze forth after his own, he realized his mistale
it was too late to rectify matters. The Dunlon &wbn Hill followed suit, and so on, Hume thus forgi
the first link in the long chain of beacons extewgihroughout the land. Tait, with all possible eghe
summoned the local contingent of volunteers to méwdhe rendezvous, Kelso Square, and it is
recorded that, so frantic was his haste to bet insthe field,” he donned one sock and put theratin
his pocket, and that when he reached the Littlé Milignored the foot-bridge entirely, and splashed
through the burn! It is still proudly recalled thhe village men were the first to arrive in Kelso.
(Incidentally, they aroused the Stitchel Volunteeosn their slumbers on their way through!) The
standard-bearer was another Hume, Robert, whdserflatilt the cottage (now in ruins) adjoining the
school playground, and whose daughter "Marget'tlivethis same house during all her 96 years,
passing away about 14 years ago.

In like manner as the dimensions of the Castle eln@aged, so did those of the parish. In formesdiay
was four times its present extent, and includet gfathe territories of Gordon and Westruther. The
older lords of the manor, i.e., the Earls of Dunbare patrons of the church (which was dedicated t
St. Nicholas), and traces of its site can, withecle discerned near the centre of the churchyadhea
place now occupied by a family buryingvault of themes. In the 12th century, 'the monks of Kelso
Abbey gained possession of the church and theeguaiirish, and, through their influence, the lattas
reduced to almost its present area. The churchdemamwlished prior to the Reformation, and since then
there has been none in the parish.

Many place-names in the vicinity are not withoudtbrical interest, particularly the fields lyingciose
proximity to the Castle:--

(A.) THE POST LANDS.--Lord Home once ordered cartdespatches to be conveyed from the Castle
to Edinburgh Castle. The command, having been diweards evening, his Lordship next morning,
noticing the trooper to whom the papers had betmigied engaged in his usual duties, was about to
vent his displeasure at his mandate not having baered out when he was informed that the journey
to, and return from, the Capital had been accoingtidetween sunset and sunrise. Impulsive in
appreciation of meritorious service as well as uroiid to apparent neglect, the Earl promptly
bestowed on the messenger this field to the imned@uth of the Castle. From this incident the name
of "Post Lands" is derived.

(B.) THE BOW-BUTTS.--This field to the west of thdlage was the practice ground used by the
archers. One Nmian Home captained a large numkieesé bowmen.

(C.) THE BELLIS HILL.--South of the last-mentiondéiéld. Over this name there is diversity of
opinion, one theory being that the bell-tower @ tihurch was situated in this part, while somerasse
that it is derived from the French, belbeautifuidas only one of many examples of the effect ef th
Norman Conquest on our language.

(D.) THE KIRKLANDS OR KIRKFLAT.--A continuation othe Bellis Hill obviously gained its name
from its proximity to the church.

(E.) THE HOUGHANS.--The heights behind the villaye so called from an Anglo-Saxon word
meaning a promontory or hendland, but locally tessidered to be a misnomer, or rather the name is
erroneously spelt so for Hewans, so called becth#s8cots were continually "hewin" down the
English!
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(F.) THE BARRACKS FIELD AND GATES, on Caldside faymccupy the place where many of the
Home retainers dwelt.

HUME ORCHARD farm includes portions of fields whehe monks possessed a large and desirable
orchard.

LOGARS (OR IN THE OLD FORM LOAGUERS) was a secratating place of a section of the
Covenanters who were forced, through the

Romanism to conceal their place of worship. Onthese Covenanters, an Alexander Hume, was
hanged in 1682, in the Grassmarket of Edinburgll,ras dying testimony was the words of the 15th
verse of Psalm xvii:--

But as for me, | thine own face

In righteousness will see;

And with thy likeness when | wake,
| satisfied shall be.

The water of the WYND WELL near the Quarry, was bfeaching-fluid for the good wives of the
village in former days, who conveyed their yarn ambs of linen from their spinning wheels and hand-
looms erected in the "ben end" of the dwellingbdspread out on the grassy enclosure (made #or thi
purpose) thus rendering the fabric "a thing of Ihgand a joy" for many future generations.

THE HORNERS' KNOWE lies a few yards west of theathHere bands of vagrants or gypsies took
up their winter quarters, spending their time imofacturing hornspoons, which in summer they

hawked from door to door. Round this Knowe wasuvitiage green, on which the annual fair was held,
a noteworthy feature of these assemblies beingdhi@g or "swapping" of a large number of donkeys.

Two great eras have left their marks on the ph{$szdures of the neighbourhood. The vale of Tweed
below is an immense glacial scoop, while one camosea smaller scale near at hand, evidences of the
Ice Age in the red boulder clay thrown out almaatydduring the quarry excavations.

A glance round to the Lammermoors, Cheviots, Eif@mnd to many other lesser heights nearer home,

with their beautifully dome-shaped summits, conemas that the igneous rocks (chiefly whinstone)
prevailing, were the product of a period of grealtanic activity.

Page 5



